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St Mary's High School

Br Paul and Mr Aaron Beach in the
McKenna Centre, which is the original
Brothers’ Monastery, now used by the
School as an Additional Needs facility

5 -~ A
Marist Brothers Return to Casino

After a twenty-five year absence, there is again a full-
time Marist presence at St Mary’s High School, Casino,
with the appointment of Br Paul Turner to the staff of the
school community in 2011. The Marist Brothers previously
withdrew from St Mary's in 1985 at the end of Br Dominic
O'Sullivan’s Principalship.

Current Principal of St Mary's, Mr Aaron Beach, said that
Br Paul’s appointment was ‘a real coup’ for the School and
would add immeasurably to the School’s already strong
Marist connections. ‘We rejoined AMSA in 2007 and since
this time have been very fortunate to have participated in
many wonderful inservice opportunities for both students
and staff’ Mr Beach said.

Br Paul’s appointment was made after a request to
the Provincial from Fr Peter Slack and Mr Beach and is
fully supported by the Lismore Catholic Education Office.
Brother Paul was formally welcomed and inducted at the
School’s Opening Mass on February 17.

Catholic Education Office

Despite the continual heavy rain on the North Coast in
the later months of 2010 and the increased demand for
materials following the Queensland and New South Wales
floods, the school building projects under the Building the
Education Revolution Program in the Lismore Diocese are
progressing well.

The thirty four parish Primary schools in the diocese
have shared funding of $69 million under the P21 BER
Program. Sixteen of the Primary schools’ projects are
now complete and occupied by students. Another nine
projects will be completed and in use by the schools
during March and April. The remaining nine projects will
continue into term two.

The five Secondary school projects under the Science
and Language Centre element of the BER Program shared
total funding in excess of $10 million. Four of the projects
are now complete and the fifth project will continue in
construction into term two.

SCHOOLSACROSSTHEDIOCESE
Our Lady of Lourdes Infants School : East Lismore

Official Opening of the New Library
and Administration Area

The 7th December was a day to celebrate not only the
first sunny morning after weeks of wet weather but also
the official opening of the new library at Our Lady of
Lourdes Infants School, East Lismore.

The school was buzzing with excitement as the official
dignitaries, invited guests and members of the school
community gathered in the new building to witness this
special event. The official party included Janelle Saffin
MP, Federal Member for Page, Most Reverend Geoffrey
Jarrett DD, Bishop of Lismore, Fr Paul McDonald, Parish
Administrator and Dr Anne Wenham, Director of Catholic
Schools in the Diocese of Lismore.

Jan Condon, Principal of the school, warmly welcomed
everyone and began the proceedings. It was a day to
give thanks to the Federal Government for this wonderful
gift of funding — a gift given to all students and school
communities to enhance learning experiences and to assist
in the development of knowledge, skills and inquiring
minds in our young individuals — our nation’s future.

Janelle Saffin MP, officially opened the building and the
Most Reverend Bishop Geoffrey Jarrett conducted the
blessing.

Mrs Condon offered thanks to all involved and was
happy with the completed project and the ease in which it
all came together. “We are lucky to have such wonderful
facilities at our school and the new library will enrich the
learning opportunities of our 21st century learners as we
offer a strong education in a faith filled community”.

The students from Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2 were
praised by so many for their attention and excellence in
singing the National Anthem and the School Song.

Mrs Condon said “We are proud of our school
community and the new facilities but our richest resource
is our students. God bless them in their quest to become
life-long learners and in light of the school motto, may
they ‘Celebrate Life’ and give thanks for the gifts they
have been given”.
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SCHOOLSACROSSTHEDIOCESE
St. Mary's Primary

: Casino

Saint Joseph’s Catholic Primary  : Murwillumbah

Semester 1 SRC Members

Making Jesus Real

There has been an explosion of winking, thumbs-up high-
fiving, ‘Cheers!’ and Manners — especially on Mondays
running through the school as the Making Jesus Real
programme begins to take on a life of its own. Students and
staff are enthusiastically embracing the ideals and concepts
ranging from ‘happy chappy’ vs 'nastie pastie’ to E.A.S.T.

vs W.E.S.T., behaviors which are fun ways of encouraging
positive relationships and actions within the school.

Michael Piccoli (RECMin) described to students that
the Making Jesus Real (MJR) programme was really just
a positive way of living their daily lives, a way of showing
others the face of Jesus through their actions. We are all
made in the image of Jesus. We are His representatives
and the way we act should reflect the way Jesus would
act. MJR is as simple as being positive when we MEET,
GREET and SPEAK to others. Remember to look for God
moments in your day.
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Artist €amilla Connolly, Elijah Devlin Well Being Co-ordinator
Barb @uinn, Danigl Pouloudis, Parcy Livesey, Ruby Livesey, Principal
Paul MéDermott‘and Sophie Podloudis;in¥front of one of the murals

Value in Murals

Our school recently completed murals that reflect the
values in their Social and Emotional Learning program.
Principal Mr Paul McDermott said that the school focuses
on developing the ‘whole child’ and that enhancing the
emotional intelligence of students was crucial in later life.

Saint Joseph's introduced the focus on Social and
Emotional Learning in 2008 across all year levels. The
approach now permeates through all aspects of school life
and is supported by a very active parent group within the
school. Well Being Co-ordinator Barb Quinn highlighted
one of the great benefits being that our students are
better equipped to cope with life which prepares them
better to cope with learning.

Camilla Connolly, renowned artist in the area and parent
at Saint Joseph's created the murals which are erected
throughout the school.
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Uki Church, Convent & School

As It
Was

St. Columba’s Church Uki
— in Murwillumbah Parish
— will celebrate its cente-
nary in June this year, with
a combined re-union of the
church and ex-pupils of the
convent school, together
with the local hall which
also celebrates its centenary
this year.

The foundation stone of
the church was laid on the
9 June, 1911 - the Feast Day
of St. Columba, by the late
Bishop Carrol of Lismore.

The church was built with
locally grown and sawn
timber and although some
renovations have been car-
ried out in recent times, the
church remains in its origi-
nal style. The financing of
the building was made pos-
sible by the generosity of a
few local pioneer farmers.

Lighting was by acetylene
gas lamps (characterised
by the historic “Gas House”
at the back of the church,
which served as an ideal
hiding place for the occa-
sional ‘illegal’ smoker — to
which many an ex-school
boy will attest).

The first priests to minis-
ter to the congregation were
Archdeacon Dalton and
Monsignor Quinn who trav-
eled from Murwillumbah by
horseback. Altar boys from
Murwillumbah  accompa-
nied the priest on these oc-
casions, the first Altar Boy
was Patrick J. Reynolds -
who would later become the
local and much loved local
baker. The various branch-
es of the Reynolds family
would become synonymous
with the district for five gen-
erations.

An important lifeblood of
the church was the existence
of several sodalities, The
Hibernian and Holy Name
Societies, Sacred Heart and
Children of Mary Sodalities.

The faithful members of
these sodalities would re-
main strong and upright
members of the faith com-
munity for many years.

The first wedding cel-
ebrated was that of William
Mills and May Askew — the
first of four generations to
be married there. Daughter
of William and May, Mrs. Joy
Armour currently residing in
Uki, recalls that she received
the sacraments of Baptism,
Reconciliation, Eucharist,
Confirmation and Holy Mat-
rimony in St. Columba’s. Joy
is our treasure trove of his-
tory and all things Uki.

The church, like all coun-

try church’'s of the time,
played a vital role in the
Catholic community, provid-
ing not only a spiritual pres-
ence, but also an integral so-
cial one.

Many a convent ball
meeting was held outside
the church before Mass and
the inevitable ‘said Han-
rahan’ meeting among the
men would all but resolve
the drought problem and
various crises of the dairy
industry.

The original statues and
holy water fonts remain a
nostalgic reminder of those
early days.

1922 saw the building of
St. Joseph’s Convent and
the arrival of the St. Joseph
Sisters who taught school in
the back of the church and
in the weather shed until
the school was built in 1930.
The first sisters to take up
residence were Sister Aveli-
na, Sr. Theodore and Sr. Ju-
lita. As was the experience
of all the St. Joseph sisters
in rural Australia, the good
sisters endured many hard-
ships. They lived out their
vocations in the true sense
of their mission — dependant
mostly on meager school
fees and the generosity of
parishioners’ gifts in kind.

Sadly, the school was
closed in 1963, due to lack
of enrolments and this of
course also saw the de-
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parture of the sisters. The
School building was moved
to Kingscliff, becoming one
of the first classrooms for
this newly formed parish
school. The convent build-
ing was later sold to private
enterprise and converted to
rental accommodation.

A very nostalgic re-union
of church and school was
held in 1986 to celebrate
the 75th anniversary of
St. Columbas and many of
those who attended are on
our contact list for the 100th
celebration. It will be held
on the long weekend in June,
11 and 12 with some activi-
ties in the hall on Saturday
11, a country style dance on
the Saturday night,

Morning Mass in the
church on Sunday 12, fol-
lowed by morning tea and
lunch in the hall.

Ex parishioners and ex
students of the school, as
well as current residents
and parishioners are invited
to attend and organisers are
very interested to hear from
you. Photos and memorabil-
ia are much sought after.

“Contact: Secretary,
Barbara Cook
02 6672 3377 Email:

> barbiecook@bigpond.com

Treasurer Marion Rob-
erts 02 6672 2501 Email:
marioncroberts@bigpond.com
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