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FACT SHEET: What is a Reportable Crime? 

 

Reportable Crimes include Child Abuse Offences and Serious Indictable Offences and must be 
reported to NSW Police. The Diocese requires all Reportable Crimes to be reported to NSW Police.  

 
The types of Reportable Crimes that could arise in the parish or agency context are: 

 

 
 

PPhhyyssiiccaall  AAssssaauulltt  ooff  aa  CChhiilldd  oorr  AAdduulltt  
 

FFoorr  eexxaammppllee:: hitting, pushing, shoving, 
throwing objects, making threats of physical 
harm. 

SSeexxuuaall  ttoouucchhiinngg  iinnvvoollvviinngg  aa  CChhiilldd  
  

FFoorr  eexxaammppllee::  any touching of a Child’s genital, 
anal or breast area, including through any 
clothing. 

AAnnyy  ootthheerr  SSeexxuuaall  AAcctt  iinnvvoollvviinngg  aa  CChhiilldd  
  

FFoorr  eexxaammppllee::  any act of a sexual 
nature with or towards a Child, including 
making a Child commit an act of a sexual 
nature towards the perpetrator. 

PPoosssseessssiinngg,,  ddiisssseemmiinnaattiinngg  oorr  pprroodduucciinngg  
CChhiilldd  AAbbuussee  MMaatteerriiaall  
  

CChhiilldd  AAbbuussee  MMaatteerriiaall  iinncclluuddeess::  Child 
pornography, as well as material that 
depicts a Child as a victim of torture, 
cruelty or physical abuse. 

SStteeaalliinngg  
  

FFoorr  eexxaammppllee::  any act of stealing, regardless of 
the amount of money or the value of the 
property stolen. 

SSeexxuuaall  oorr  iinnddeecceenntt  aassssaauulltt  ooff  aa  CChhiilldd  oorr  
aadduulltt  
  

FFoorr  eexxaammppllee::  sexual intercourse (which is 
interpreted broadly), intended Sexual Assault 
and/or kissing without consent. 
 

Note: a Child under the age of 16 cannot give 
consent. 

GGrroooommiinngg  aa  CChhiilldd  ffoorr  sseexxuuaall  aaccttiivviittyy  
bbeehhaavviioouurr  
  

FFoorr  eexxaammppllee::  inappropriate gift giving, 
spending inappropriate “special time” with a 
Child, inappropriately allowing a Child to 
overstep the rules, testing boundaries with a 
Child, inappropriately extending a 
relationship outside work, or engaging in 
inappropriate personal communication with 
a Child. 

RReeccoorrddiinngg  oorr  ddiissttrriibbuuttiinngg  IInnttiimmaattee  IImmaaggeess  
ooff  aa  CChhiilldd  
  

FFoorr  eexxaammppllee::  Recording or distributing 
images of a Child showering or undressing, or 
altering 
an image to appear as though a Child is 
engaged in a private act. 
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